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Songs of llu He'fI,&ka Sodety. 65 

r J}k~. p. 6-,~ 
SONGS OF THE HE{lUCKA SOCIETY. 

" THE He~ucka Society is composed of men who have distinguished 
themselves in war. Sometimes a boy is admitted to the society in 
the place of his father. It was in this way that Mr. Francis La 
F1~he hecame a member. He furnished the writer with several 
songs, and aided him in the revision of others. 

There is often a difference between the words of the song as sung, 
and the same words as merely spoken. The alphabet used is that of 
the Bureau of Ethnology. 

I. Song about the Heeucka feast 

• - 96. lIodmJ1o. 

I '~b' R I: sir' rei J 1 J 11 J · J 3' I J f J. ] 
. , 

U'-haa ee-te niD'-de eol U'-haa eMe nill'-de eel 
What is this coIIeo- .. doae iDdeed What is tbia c:oIJeo. .. ... iDdeed (l') boiled _ boiW daD 

J J ;IJ f J 
Hin-da ku-ee, nill' -de eo I U'-baR ee-te nillf-de (lO I 

See I lIlY frieDcl It is iadee4 What" ... CIOIIecIiaa ..... i....a 
daM baiW 

l,t&'J. J·ll~~-ffi If J llJ f JalJd.tr"4"4· :11 
Ha-ya-ba + Hin-d3. kU-ee ni-' -de (lO I Ha-ya-ba + 

See I lIlY frieD.l It is ..... 
daM 

Three words differ from the spoken language: (lO, for ata u (l) ; 
tze, probably the same; ku-ee, Omaha notation of the Winnebago 
tca-ko-r6, "'y friend. 

II. Song dictated by Fred Merrick. Mr. Joseph La F1~he gave 
the theme, "When Wakanda says that I shall not be, I shall not be" 

AR-¢ift'-ge e-h3.-ma (As spoken, A-eift'ge, e ama). 
Aa..eift'-ge e-h3.-ma, 
A--¢ift'-ge, e-ha-ma, 
Wa-kan'-da a--¢ift'-ge e-h3.-ma, 

A R-¢ift'-ge. 
E + -ea-he + -¢au + I (+ marks a prolonged sound.) 

III. Song, given by Fred Merrick. Theme: "That one causes 
me to be known by Wakanda. Heqaga causes me to be known by 
Wakanda." Heqaga, or Elk, was a brave Omaha who had died with-
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AtnerU:4::?,n Frlll=ure, 

out fearing death. Through him Wakanda would hear about the 
singer. 

I. Wa~kan-dau 

t-ba-ballf-bi-a4:-¢e + I 
Ckja Wa-kan-dau 

Th~d;~'4TIlseen~~~ by_IN 4:a"4:da. 
Causes-me-to-be-known I 
That-visible-one by-Wakanda. 

I 
Wa,a~m-daa 

f-ba-haD!-bi-aD-¢e+ , 
Ga={lD W cl,kan-da6 

.. _"",~"", _r\l~"'="F o4o! 
E+I wi+1 

2. He4:la-ga ctJ Wa-kan-dau 
! 

CUia Wa-kan-da6 
f-ba-haal-bi-aD-¢e+ ! 

Wa,kan-dan 
I 

E+I 

IV. 

Elk too by-Wakanda 
Causes-~4:~to-be,k{{wn I 

The idea of the first verse is, Without 
bravery, you would fear to see (something)." 

anyone to teacP you 
And that of the sec­
Dakotezs because they " aOu S4:y laat y4:4: fear to le€{k at 

y{ve me leeo hoe4:e4: ? .. 

I. Wa-gaD' -ze eifi'-ge t~, 
N aD! n{{~pa..bi e,Y{ + I 

eifl'-y{ 
NaD'-¢a-pa'-bi e-he+! 

e ... ·~a-.o{,,{], na'" ye,pa-bi, 

He-e+-¢o+1 

2. Ca-aal eafi-ka cafi'-ge 
Naal-ba 4~",'i-ba 

cafii,y{ 
NaD!-ba aD-'I-ba-

Nealya-pci-bi, naal-¢a~pa-bi, 
N{'? Y4,,-pci-bl e=4:e..ca~iSl, 

He+-e+-¢o+1 

Wrille4: by La Fltche. 
.... rn,""'i"nr SZ{~{lenyi, whom Flzmk Fleche 14:eg the seng . 

He says:-It refers to one who was wounded in battle. 

"IDd:ldi ijaje eade 
My hi. 4:mno!,aciDZS 

name It 

ha, ece tai. Dad lh a, iac'age ama 
fOIl TIl"il ...,. ",ea the 

be 

eigIsieai hi." 
tbe)' ,nn,n"ll­

.k:~ 

ijifi'ye e~ 
bIa i.he 



~~J.IJ IJJ.IJ LfJ.IJJ.I.J I; f: J ij4@ 
D.O. 

1 I:; I.J IOJ D 
It is sung thus:-

I. Hia'-da-dl ta-de+ maat-¢j.a-ga+eo I HI-e-ee-e+1 
Hiat-da-dl ea-de+ malll-¢iD_ga + I 

Hiat-da-di ta-de+ maat-¢j.D_ga+eo I HI-e-ee-e+1 
{ta-de malll-eiD_gal Hilll-da-di+, hiDl-c'a-ge ha-ma.­

fli.gl-sie a-m~ I Hi.c o+.e I 

2. ~a-de+ maa-¢j.llI-ge-ee. Hi.e-ee-e-eo+1 
Wa-jl-de a-eiD+ hl-jift-ge+ hiD-¢j.D+-ga_ba+-daD 
Hilll-da-di + ea-de+ maD-¢iD+_ge-.ee. Hi..e+-ee-e+! 
~-de+ maD'-¢j.D_ga I Hilll-da-di+, hiD-c'a-ge ha-m3.-¢aD 

~{.gi-i+-si-¢e a+-me+-eo I He+-ee+-eol , 
VI. Song in honor of UhaD-laftga. He was slaiR in a fight with 

the Dakotas, after he had joined the Heeucka. A survivor composed 
this song, of which the words in the spoken language are as fol­
lows:-

1ge1 t~ ueuama 
UhaD-laft'ga, iDc'age am 
~iglsieai (lIl'jI) za.'e atiaeai. 

(AdaD) agel t~ ueuama 

I regret that I have come back (alive) 
o UhaD-langa, the aged men, 
When they think of you, make a sud­

den uproar (calling your name), 
(Therefore) I regret that I have come 

back (instead of dying as you did). 

The same song, in singing notation:-

Ha-gei te eli-a-me I U-haD_yaD laft'-ga, hi--c'a-ge a-ma 
Ha-gei te t\i-a-me I ~i-gl-si-¢al, za.-'e a-i-a-ti-a-eall 
Ha-gei te eu-a-me I E + a-gei te eli-a-me I 
W-gei te eu-a-me I Hl-e ee-e-O I 

Hl-e-ee-e+o+.e I (.;, crescendo.) 

Sung by Frank La Fleche. Recorded by Professor Szeme1enyi. 
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VII. SUpposed to be sung by a man who addresses his kindred 
3TId oth33 fdends, The of song, if J5pokeTIF would as 

AD'ba ~e:)DaD aftghaDbcH-ga I 
He~ucka te teqi edegaD, 

See me, your kinsman, only for to-day I 
The He~ucka is a difficult thing, 

dclxJ5 minkJ5 bnt will nTISertakn 
:Fba ~3:>na: afiglla:bai- Site me, your kinsman, only for tJ5:Say I 

gal 
The sonb, singiJ5b notatiJ5TI, TSJ5 5.S 

manF 3hen all him :ingins the IeJ5%;, 

I. ADq)a-¢e~na"-ya'" TIft',gi-1 lTID',ba-i-ga 1 
AD' aft' ~D' I 

An'-gi-l ~'" ba-i-ga I 
AD'-ba-¢e. ::maD_yaD' aft'-gi-l' la .... -ba-i-ga t 

~e.e h :TI + -e I 

2. He-¢u-cka te te-qi e-de,da-xe ta mift-ke t 
-gi-l ,&'ffia-l-g5'±. 

AD',b.3='3e-::,na"'h3'" an/ 
He+-¢o I He+-¢o I 

BY GEORGE BUSHOTTE~ 

Yo Owen Dorsey. 

ThlU)'3i wi~6ti skc. ,pI) ~3ncise Sya 
Long ,,?"? §FaD), JocI,,?"? 

oyate 6tapi. 

the §F FF.%rr'?FDd the Fn.,,? .were 
bulfaIo. etc.. gotDC 

Wani 'lfakel etipi ~lU) wi~sa WlU)zl eyapaha ... .:...'!: :.: f::Z::!nthea ~!~~"'.i • 


